Phonics at Spire Junior School
Carriculum Statement

Intent 104 the Phonics Curriculum

At Spire Junior School, we are passionate about ensuring all children hecome confident
and enthusiastic readers and writers. We helieve that phonics provides the foundations of
learning to make the development into fluent reading and writing easier. Through daily,
systematic and consistent high quality phonics teaching, children learn to segment words
to support their spelling ability and blend sounds to read mords. To allow owr children to
denelop a strong phonic amwareness and effective blending and decoding skills, we harve
chosen to use a synthetic phonics programme called Letters and Sounds. Letters and
Sounds is a method of learning centred around. letter sounds and phonics, blending
sounds fogether o read and spell words and applying these skills across the

curriculum. Using Read Wirite Inc. the children learn to read fluently so that they

can put.all their energy into comprehending what they read. We passionately believe thak
teaching children to read and mirite independently is one of the core purposes of a primary
school enabling them to access a broad and exciting curriculum and ensuring they
Fourish as learners throughout their time at our school. These fundamental skills not
only hold the keys to the rest of the curricuum but also have a huge impact on children’s
self-esteem and future life chances.

LImplementation of the Phonics Curriculum
At Spinz Juunior School we wse the Dep,artme,ni ,og E.ducation @ppro)vzd document Letters
and Sounds” for owr feaching of phonics. This allomws owr phonics teaching and learning
to bzprangzﬁomﬂm%undmmiabsiaug}&dmﬂ»gKm& Si,qg,e .

During EYFS, pupils mill hane heen introduced to Phase One phonics, which concentrates
on denveloping their speaking and Listening skills and Lays the foundations for the phonic
wiork which starts in Phase Two. As children continue to build .on their listening skills
and are introdiced to Phase Two which marks the start of systematic phonics work. They
will have had discrete, daily phonics sessions where they revise previous learning, are
taught new graphemes/phonemes, pracise together and apply what they have learnt.
Through Letters and Sounds, the children are taught the 44 phonemes that make up .all
the sounds required for reading and spelling. These phonemes include those made by just
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one letter and those that are made by bwo or more. Children miork through the different
phases and as they grow in confidence and experience, they are introduced to alternative
ways of representing the same sound.

When the children start at Spire Junior School, we assess those children who did nok
pass the phonics screening to ensure we can meek their individual needs. Children are
assessed at each phase and against the sounds within those phases. From this they
receinve specific daily sessions that matches children’s current knowledge and
understanding whilst ensuring the children are suitably challenged. This support caters to
their individual requirements, phonetically decodable hooks matched to their phonics
knowledge that focuses on the phase/sound that they are learning and games to play to
support them. This daily support is maintained throughout school, in all classes.
Teachers regularly assess children's phonics knowledge using the phonics assessment
grid. These regular assessments inform planning and allow feachers to identify any gaps
in learning

B.ooks are chosen P)om Jo)Sia rm,din,g. schemes - O/x{)or,d Rm,d);ng Tmz, Prpé;ed X , Word
Sparks, Snapdragons, Hero Academy, Tree Topsand Big Cat.

InYear 3, the children who require phonic support are taught the essential skills needed
for reading. Phonics is taught daily to .all children who did not pass their Key Stage |
phonics screening. Phonics feaching is systematic, engaging, Lively and interactive. Each
phonics lesson includes the following elements:

- Rewise - onerlearn the previous grophemes and words
- Teach - introduce a new grapheme/words
- Practise - develop GPCs (grapheme phoneme correspondences)/read and spell new words
- Apply - use new graphemes/words in games and achivities to secure knowledge

- Assess - monitor progress within each phase to inform planning
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Staff systematically teach learners the relationship between sounds and the written
spelling palterns, or graphemes, which represent them. Staff ensure Phonics is .an
integrated part of all learning. Daily phonics in Year 3 is taught though phase group
input, differentiated activities for each group linked to the graphemes learning.

In_\,m 104 the Phonics Curriculum
Data from 20721 highlights the impact daily phonics/spelling had on the attainment in

spellings of pupils onver an academic year

Academic Year Entry Autumn Spring Summer
2020-2021 32% 49% no data (covip19) 61%
boys 40% 48% 68%
girls 27% 52% 54%
pupil premium 21% 34% 52%
2021-2022 29% 54%

boys 32% 47%

girls 26% 60%

pupil premium 18% 45%

Through the teaching of systematic phonics, our aim is for children to become fluent
readers. Pupils will be confident in their phonic knowledge, pupils will be able to blend
and segment words confidently, pupils pass the Phonics Sereening Test, pupils learn o
Lone reading through fun but challenging phonic activities and a culbure where o secure
krowledge of phonic sounds enables reading for pleasure as part of our reading
curricum. This way, children can focus on developing their fluency and comprehension
as they mone through the school.



